
 

Third Sunday of Advent, December 13, 2020, Worship Aid 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Prelude                                                 Rejoice in the Lord Always 

Rejoice in the Lord always, and again I say, “Rejoice!”                                                             

Rejoice in the Lord always, and again I say, “Rejoice!”                                                                 

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  And again I say, “Rejoice!”                                                              

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  And again I say, “Rejoice!” 

Copyright unknow.  Arr. Copyright ©1978 The Word of Go, P.O. Box 8617, Ann Arbor, MI  48107, U.S.A. All rights reserved. 

                                                                         Comfort, Comfort, O My People 

Comfort, comfort, O my people, speak of peace, now says our God.                                                         

Comfort those who sit in darkness, mourning under sorrows’ load.                                                 

Speak unto Jerusalem of the peace that waits for them.                                                                          

Tell of all the sins I cover, and that warfare now is over. 

Hark, the voice of one who’s crying in the desert far and near,                                                                      

bidding all to full repentance since the kingdom now is here.                                                                       

Oh, that warning cry obey!  Now prepare for God away!                                                                      

Let the valleys rise to meet him and the hills bow down to greet him.  

O make straight what long was crooked, make the rougher places plain.                                                         

Let your hearts be true and humble, as befits his holy reign.                                                                  

For the glory of the Lord now o’er earth is shed abroad.                                                                      

And all flesh shall see the token that his word is never broken.   

Text:  Isaiah 40: 1-8. Tröstet, tröstet, mein Lieben:  Johann Olearius, 1611-1684, tr. by Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.  Tune:  GENEVA 

42, 8 7 8 7 77 88 Genevian Psalter, 1551, harm. Adpt. From Claude Goudimel, 1505-1572. 

 

Gathering Song                                 Advent Gathering Song 

Come, come Emmanuel.  Come, Emmanuel. 

Text: James J. Chepponis, b. 1956 Tune:  James J. Chepponis, b. 1956 ©1995, GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

 

 

 

 



Greeting  

Confiteor 

I confess to almighty God and to you, my brothers and sisters,                                                         

that I have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my words,                                                         

in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,                                                              

through my fault, through my fault, through my most grievous fault;                                          

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, all the Angels and Saints,                                              

and you, my brothers and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God. 

 

 Opening Prayer  

 
 

LITURGY OF THE WORD          

  

First Reading                   IS 61: 1-2, 10-11                          
 

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah 

 

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 

because the LORD has anointed me; 

he has sent me to bring glad tidings to the poor, 

to heal the brokenhearted, 

to proclaim liberty to the captives 

and release to the prisoners, 

to announce a year of favor from the LORD 

and a day of vindication by our God. 

 

I rejoice heartily in the LORD, 

in my God is the joy of my soul; 

for he has clothed me with a robe of salvation 

and wrapped me in a mantle of justice, 

like a bridegroom adorned with a diadem, 

like a bride bedecked with her jewels. 

As the earth brings forth its plants, 

and a garden makes its growth spring up, 

so will the Lord GOD make justice and praise 

spring up before all the nations. 

 

The word of the Lord.    Response:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 



Responsorial Psalm      Luke 1: 46-55:  Holy is Your Name 

And holy is your name through all generations!                                                                       

Everlasting is your mercy to the people you have chosen, and holy is your name.                                                
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Text: Luke 1: 46-55, David Haas Music: WILD MOUNTAIN THYME, Irregular; Irish traditional, arr. By David Haas                                 

©1989, GIA Publications, Inc.                                                                                                                   

 

 

Second Reading       1 THES 5: 16-24 

 

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Thessalonians 

 

Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. 

In all circumstances give thanks, 

for this is the will of God for you in Christ Jesus. 

Do not quench the Spirit. 

Do not despise prophetic utterances. 

Test everything; retain what is good. 

Refrain from every kind of evil. 

 

May the God of peace make you perfectly holy 

and may you entirely, spirit, soul, and body, 

be preserved blameless for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The one who calls you is faithful, 

and he will also accomplish it. 

The word of the Lord.    Response:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 Gospel Acclamation     

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
©2004, Dan Perry.  All rights reserved.                       

 

Gospel Reading       JN 1: 6-8, 19-28 

A reading from the holy gospel according to John 

Response: Glory to you, O Lord 

 

A man named John was sent from God. 

He came for testimony, to testify to the light, 

so that all might believe through him. 

He was not the light, 

but came to testify to the light. 

 

And this is the testimony of John. 

When the Jews from Jerusalem sent priests 

and Levites to him 

to ask him, “Who are you?” 



He admitted and did not deny it, 

but admitted, “I am not the Christ.” 

So they asked him, 

“What are you then? Are you Elijah?” 

And he said, “I am not.” 

“Are you the Prophet?” 

He answered, “No.” 

So they said to him, 

“Who are you, so we can give an answer to those who sent us? 

What do you have to say for yourself?” 

He said: 

“I am the voice of one crying out in the desert, 

‘make straight the way of the Lord,’” 

as Isaiah the prophet said.” 

Some Pharisees were also sent.  

They asked him, 

“Why then do you baptize 

if you are not the Christ or Elijah or the Prophet?” 

John answered them, 

“I baptize with water; 

but there is one among you whom you do not recognize, 

the one who is coming after me, 

whose sandal strap I am not worthy to untie.” 

This happened in Bethany across the Jordan, 

where John was baptizing. 

Presider: The Gospel of the Lord. Response: Praise to you, Lord, Jesus Christ. 

 

 

Homily 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,                                                                                                     

Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,                                                     

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,                                                          

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried;                                                 

he descended into hell;                                                                                                                     

on the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven,                                                         

and is seated at the right hand of  God the Father almighty;                                                                     

from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.                                                                       

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,                                                                                 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,                                                                           

the resurrection of the body,                                                                                                                               

and life everlasting.  Amen. 

 



 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST          
  

Preparation of the Altar                        Awake to the Day 

 

Refrain: 

Awake to the day of the coming of the Lord.  Sing out!  Rejoice in this land.                     

Make straight the way for the Kingdom of God is at hand. 

Signs in the sun and the moon and the stars, we prepare for you, Lord.                                                  

Then all shall sing of the power of God.  We prepare for you, Lord.                                                  

As long as the sun shall remain so the name of the Lord God will reign.  (Refrain) 

Wrapped in the cloak of justice from God, we prepare for you, Lord.                                                     

Gathered at the word of the Holy One, we prepare for you, Lord.                                                 

Ev’ry mountain and hill be make low that the glory of God we may know.  

(Refrain) 

Awake to the day of the coming of the Lord.  Sing out!  Rejoice in this land.                     

Make straight the way for the Kingdom of God is at hand.                                                         

Awake to the day of the coming of the Lord.  Sing out!  Rejoice in this land.                     

Make straight the way for the Kingdom of God is at hand. 

Ed Bolduc and John Barker Text and music ©2003, WLP 

 

 

INVITATION TO PRAYER  

  

Priest:  

Pray, brothers and sisters  

That my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable  

to God, the almighty Father.  

 

Response:  

May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands  

for the praise and glory of his name,  

for our good and the good of all his holy Church 

 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

  

Priest: The Lord be with you.  

 Response: And with your spirit.  

Priest: Lift up your hearts.  

 Response: We lift them up to the Lord.  



Priest: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

 Response: It is right and just.  

  

Holy, Holy, Holy  

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of hosts. 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest.  Hosanna in the highest!                                                                    

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.                                             

Hosanna in the highest.  Hosanna in the highest!                                                        

Hosanna in the highest!  Hosanna in the highest! 

Memorial Acclamation  

When we eat this bread, and drink this cup, we proclaim your death, O Lord, 

until you come, until you come, until you come again. 

 

Amen                                                                                                                                           

Amen, Alleluia!  Amen, Alleluia!  Glory and praise to you O God.  Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Sign of Peace   

Priest: The Lord be with you.        Response: And with your spirit.  

 

Lamb of God  
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us, 

have mercy on us. 

Living Bread, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us, 

have mercy on us.                                       

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace, 

grant us peace, Lamb of God. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

  

Priest: Behold the Lamb of God,  

behold him who takes away  

the sins of the world.  

Blessed are those called  

to the supper of the Lamb.  

Response: Lord, I am not worthy  

that you should enter under my roof,  

but only say the word  

and my soul shall be healed.   



  

 

 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION   

 My Jesus,  

I believe that You 

are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  

I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive You into my soul.  

Since I cannot at this moment 

receive You sacramentally,  

come at least spiritually into my heart.                                                                                                      

I embrace You as if You were already there                                                                                       

and unite myself wholly to You.                                                                                                        

Never permit me to be separated from You. 

Amen. 

 

Communion Song      O Come, O Come Emmanuel 

 

O Come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel.                                                          

That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 

Refrain: 

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

O come, O Wisdom from on high.  Who order all things mightily;                                            

to us the path of knowledge show, and teach us in her ways to go.  (Refrain) 

 

O come, O come, great Lord of might.  Who to your tribes on Sinai’s height                                                  

in ancient times once gave the Law in cloud and majesty and awe.  (Refrain) 

 

O come, O Rod of Jesse’s stem, from ev’ry foe deliver them.                                                                  

That trust your mighty power to save, and give them vict’ry o’er the grave.  

(Refrain) 

 

O come, O Key of David, come, and open wide our heav’nly home;                                                   

make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery.  (Refrain) 
 

Text:  Veni, veni Emmanuel; Latin 9th C; tr. by John M. Neale, 1818-1866, alt.  Tune:  VENI EMMANUEL, LM with refrain; 

Mode I; adapt. By Thomas Helmore, 1811-1890; acc. by Richard Proulx, 1937-2010, ©1975, GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Closing Song                                          People, Look East 

People, look East, the time is near of the crowning of the year.                                                                             

Make your house fair as you are able, trim the hearth and set the table.                                                

People, look East and sing today Love, the Guest, is on the way. 

 

Furrows, be glad, though earth is bare, one more seed is planted there.                                            

Give up your strength the seed to nourish.  That in course the flow’r may flourish.  

People, look East and sing today, Love, the Rose, is on the way. 

 

Birds, though you long have ceased to build, guard the nest that must be filled.  

Even the hour when wings are frozen God for fledging time has chosen.                                                 

People, look East and sing today Love, the Bird, is on the way. 

 

Stars, keep the watch, when night is dim, one more light the bowl shall brim, 

shining beyond the frosty weather, bright as sun and moon together.                                               

People, look East and sing today Love, the Star is on the way. 

 

Angels announce with shouts of mirth Him who brings new life to earth.                                                        

Set ev’ry peak and valley humming with the word, the Lord is coming.                                                         

People, look East and sing today Love, the Lord, is on the way. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Text: Eleanor Farjeon, 1881-1965, ©David Higham Assc. Ltd.  Tune:  BESANCON, 87 98 87, French traditional; harm. By Martin Shaw,                                       

1875-1958. ©Oxford University Press. 
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